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Course Syllabus
The Psychology of Personal Security:

Global and Local Perspectives
Psychology 525

Winter, 2006

MW:


9:30 – 11:18 a.m.

Location:

PH 1183

Call #:


17142-9

Instructor:

Robert Arkin

Office:


100a Lazenby Hall

Phone:

292.2726

e-mail:

Arkin.2@osu.edu
Office Hours: 
9:30 – 10:30 F, and by appointment

Teaching

Associate:

Aaron Wichman

Office:


100g Lazenby Hall

Phone:

292.0345

e-mail:

Wichman.3@osu.edu
Hrs.:


10:00  - 11:30 T, and by appointment

Course Objective:

This course is designed to introduce and integrate the diverse literature in psychology concerning personal security.  Personal security is not a term with any single, conventional meaning in contemporary psychology.  However, the field of psychology has used the concept of security as a key ingredient of psychological needs, motives, and well-being since its inception---in the 19th century.  Today, the literature reveals literally thousands of research articles and countless references to the idea by psychologists concerned with human development, personality processes, psychopathology, social behavior, and---most recently---global affairs and issues of national, collective, and individual security including war, peace, terrorism, and the like.

The term personal security is used in this course to distinguish our scholarly purpose and level of analysis.  This is not a course about national security and related questions in political science.  It is not a course about macro-economics and the role of financial and business variables in the economy of a nation---and the effect on people’s pursuit of financial security or wealth.  Instead, the course is focused on the psychology of the individual.  Our purpose is to explore the controversial questions, research problems, and applications to everyday behavior of the role of personal security and feelings of insecurity.

The course includes an emphasis on diverse approaches, including the longitudinal and developmental approach, individual differences and personality processes, and social-behavioral ways of understanding group and individual perceptions, actions, and feelings.  We also explore interdisciplinary questions, touching on matters of interest to political scientists, economists, anthropologists, and others---while maintaining total fidelity to our own level of analysis:  the psychology of the individual.  Also, this course---by necessity---includes many issues relevant to various gender, ethnic, and cross-cultural questions.

Class Format:

Class meetings are lecture format, but discussions will occur frequently and students in this course are expected to be highly active participants.  Valuable discussions can occur even in larger classes and can be an important part of the scholarly exploration of a topic.  I expect discussions to “break out” periodically.  During the term, there will be a range of individual difference inventories and class exercises that will be available for students to complete, on Carmen and a related web site to accompany the course.  Although completing these inventories is entirely voluntary, understanding the meaning and implications of these inventories and exercises is required.  Discussion of these activities is integrated into the class meetings often.

Readings:

Readings for the course include three books, each available at the usual bookstores on and near campus.  Additional readings will be made available on electronic reserve in the University Library and with connection to Carmen.

Combs, C.C. (2006; 4th Edition). Terrorism in the 21st Century. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson, Prentice-Hall.  [ISBN: 0-13-193063-X]

Pyszczynski, T., Solomon, S., & Greenberg, J. (2003). In the wake of 9/11: The psychology of terror. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association. [ISBN: 1-55798-954-O

Schwartz, B. (2005). The paradox of choice: Why more is less. New York: Harper-Perennial. [ISBN: 0060005696]

Expectations:

1) Students are expected to complete the reading for each and every meeting, prior to the meeting.  2) There are two mid-term exams and one comprehensive final examination.  These exams will focus on specific aspects of theory and research covered in the course, but will also assess students’ integration of the course material and application of the course material to contemporary problems (e.g., war, peace, terrorism, natural disasters).  All three exams include a mixture of question formats, including short essay, short answer, multiple choice, etc.   3) One brief paper (500 words; 2 double-spaced, typed pages) is required.  The paper involves an in-depth exploration of one topic, or problem, concerning some important aspect of personal security (e.g., how parents’ attachment history affects child rearing; how a loss-avoidant decision style can damage trust in a relationship; etc.).   4)  Students are also expected to attend and participate actively in class discussions, when they occur.  5) Finally, students are expected to participate in the construction of the examinations for the course (and, consequently, demonstrate that they are reviewing the material carefully) by submitting candidate exam questions online at the Carmen site.

Grading:


Examinations:

Question Submissions 
5%

                                                      Mid-term 1:


25%






Mid-term 2:


25%






Final Exam:


30%






Paper:



15%

Question Submissions:

By the last class period before each exam, submit via Carmen 5 multiple choice questions for consideration (15 total over the course of the quarter). This is good practice for the exams, and you will receive points for completing the question submissions. Even better, the best questions may be chosen for inclusion on the exam. To submit your questions, click on the “Question Submissions” link, and follow the instructions that are presented in the Carmen quiz module that appears.

Paper:

The brief paper is intended to provide the opportunity to expand on some topic of particular interest to you.  You may suggest some reconciliation of a conflict in the literature (e.g., why a cautious decision style avoids losses, but a risky decision style promotes happiness), suggest some research to address a question (e.g., the role of regret and blame concerning action and inaction), link points of view on one topic to some other topic---to provide integration (e.g., the role of individual security in global decision-making about national security), or explore some question of application to problems of everyday life (e.g., how to reduce insecurity in romantic relationships, how to adjust cognitively for a loss-avoidant decision style).  You may choose any relevant topic; however, a list of suggested sample topics, designed to generate some good ideas, will be posted on Carmen after the second week of class.

There will be opportunities to consult with the instructor and teaching associate.  Students must use the library in writing this paper; a minimum of five references from the literature (written for the scientific community) must be included, not to include any assigned reading or web-based resource.  The bibliography is not included within the strict two-page limit.  Reminder: the page limit is fixed, at two pages; this means that you must take great care with every word you commit to paper!  A two-page paper requires even more planning and careful writing (i.e., waaaaaay less padding) than a longer paper.  To ensure that expectations are conveyed clearly, and that every student has an opportunity to prepare adequately and compose a compelling piece of work, all students are invited to submit a paper draft one week prior to the student’s stated due date (see below).

Rules regarding academic misconduct (i.e., plagiarism) will be strictly enforced (see below).

Turn in both a printed hardcopy and an electronic copy of your paper. The electronic copy must be uploaded to Carmen, using the “Paper Assignment” link. Make sure to turn in both versions of the paper by your due date. After papers are graded, all papers will be posted online, accessible to everyone in the class. Although online paper submission is part of the course requirements, you may opt out of having your paper subsequently posted online for everyone to see. Please contact Aaron at Wichman.3@osu.edu in advance of your paper due date if you wish to opt out; you may also request to have your paper posted, but without attribution (i.e., you name will be deleted). 

Paper due dates are staggered, based on the first letter of your Last Name
A – G:

Due on February 13, 2005

H – P:

Due on February 20, 2005

R – Z:

Due on February 27, 2005

It is not possible to change your due date.  Early papers will be accepted.  However, no late papers will be accepted.  The hardcopy of the paper must be turned in during class on its due date, at the latest. Only severe illness or other extreme circumstances can be considered for an exception, and documentation will be required.  If this occurs, you must contact the instructor immediately to make a special arrangement; any such arrangements can only be made in advance of your personal paper due date.

	Week 1

	Course Introduction and Overview

	
	
	

	W: January 4
	Course Overview and Introduction
	

	Week 2

	The Developmental Basis of Security

	     Growing up secure

	M: January 9
	Personal Security versus Trauma/Stress;

Terrorism in the 21st Century
	C: 1,2

	W: January 11
	Optimal Human Being: The Day our World Changed
	C: 3

PSZ: 1,2

	Week 3

	

	     Environmental factors in security and socialization

	M: January 16
	Martin Luther King Day; No Classes
	_____

	W: January 18
	Natural and “Man-made” disasters
	

	Week 4

	     The…….

	M: January 23
	
	

	W: January 25
	
	Submit WebCT Questions by today

	Week 5

	Personal Security in Daily Life

	    The psychology of uncertainty

	M: January 30
	Mid-term Exam # 1
	_____

	W: February 1
	
	

	Week 6

	The psychology of 

	M: February 6
	
	

	W: February 8
	
	

	Week 7

	The Psychology of Control

	

	M: February 13
	
	Paper Due: A – G



	W: February 15
	
	

	Week 8

	     The Social Psychology of Security Threat

	M: February 20
	Ethnocentrism, Dehumanization, Obedience, Prejudice/Stereotyping
	Paper Due: H – P



	W: February 22
	Conformity, Groups and Out-groups, Hate
	Submit WebCT Questions by today

	Week 9

	   Individual Differences and Personal Security

	

	M: February 27
	Mid-term Exam # 2
	  Paper Due: R - Z

	W: March 1
	Cost and Reward Orientation; Self-control, Self-regulation, Alcohol, Drugs, Escape
	

	Week 10

	     Interpersonal Relations and Intergroup Relations

	M: March 6
	Community, Country, Global Threats and Security
	

	W: March 8
	Motives (Rational, Psychological, Cultural) and Context (Political, Personal, Group)
	Submit WebCT Questions by today

	Final Examination: Wednesday, March 15, 2006

9:30 – 11:18 a.m.; Room: PH 1183


Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.
